
XX January 2015
Commandant (CG-OES)
U.S. Coast Guard
Stop 7509
2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE
Washington, D.C. 20593-7509
environmental_standards@uscg.mil
Via Email
Dear Commander: 
I am writing on behalf of Company name in accordance with 33 CFR 151.2036 to request an extension of the compliance date indicated in 33 CFR 151.2035(b), i.e., “Implementation Schedule for Approved Ballast Water Management Method,” in the requirements of 33 CFR part 151, “Standards for Living Organisms in Ship’s Ballast Water Discharged in U.S. Waters.” The request covers the three vessels described in more detail below. These existing vessels’ ballast water capacities fall within more than 5,000 m³ range, thus requiring compliance at the first scheduled dry-docking after January 1, 2016. These three vessels are scheduled for dry-docking on February XX, and we therefore make this extension request in excess of one year before the first deadline as provided in 33 CFR 151.2036.
CFR 151.2036 indicates that the Coast Guard may grant an extension of the compliance deadline if the master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel subject to this subpart can document that compliance is not possible despite all efforts to meet the ballast water discharge standards requirements in 33 CFR 151.2030.  
We, Company name, thus request an extension of the compliance date for the below three vessels, which operate in, or might operate in, U.S. territorial areas.
· Ship Information

Ship name:  M/V Ship’s name                                                                                                              

Ship type:  
Owner/Operator: Company name
IMO number: 12345678
Ballast tank capacity: 3,348 m3
Last dry-docking: 30 February 2014
Next dry-docking: 30 August 2016
· Reason for Extension Request
We understand that there is currently no USCG type approved system, and there is no reliable information available to predict when such a Coast Guard approved system or systems may become commercially available. Moreover, a public water supply or shoreside reception facility does not today exist in most U.S. ports.  Because these three vessels are trading in international commerce, it would not be possible to use water solely from a U.S. public water system (33 CFR 151.2025(a)(2)) even if such water were available at U.S. ports, because some ballast uptake operations will necessarily occur outside of the United States. The only management method described in 33 CFR 151.2025 that is realistically available at this time is ballast water exchange outside 200 nautical miles from shore. Company name will continue to conduct such ballast water exchange during the period covered by any extension granted by the Coast Guard.
The USCG indicates that vessel owners can request an extension to the implementation schedule in 33 CFR 151.2035(b) if none of the options are practicably available. Coast Guard guidance also makes clear that the availability of an AMS does not prohibit a shipowner from receiving an extension. Use of an AMS would not ensure compliance with the discharge standards in any case, because testing on AMS systems is not adequate to demonstrate such compliance.  Moreover, installing any AMS would likely delay full compliance because Coast Guard approved systems with demonstrated treatment capabilities will almost certainly be available before the five-year period allowed for use of AMS. Moreover, installation of an AMS would require a significant financial investment that very well might have to be repeated in the event that an approved AMS does not receive full Coast Guard type approval. On both environmental and economic grounds, therefore, use of an AMS is not an appropriate approach with respect to these three vessels.
For the reasons presented above, Company name would like to request an extension.

· Term of Extension

We request an extension until the first dry-docking after commercial availability of a suitable type approved system determined to be compatible with the above three vessels. The factors that will affect whether a system is suitable for use in a particular vessel will include treatment equipment space requirements, compatibility with existing tank, pump, and piping configurations, BWTS capacity to treat the volume of ballast water used by the vessel, and power demands of the BWTS. In addition, there will need to be sufficient time between the announcement of type approval of a suitable system and the scheduled dry-docking at which the installation would occur in order to allow the necessary vessel system’s engineering and BWTS manufacture and delivery to take place. Once the Coast Guard announces that systems have been type approved, Company Name will evaluate those systems for use on specific vessels as their original or extended implementation deadlines approach, and will communicate with the Coast Guard in the event that such U.S. Coast Guard type approved systems cannot be fitted on those vessels. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if there is additional information that you require in order to process our extension request.
Faithfully yours, 


Representative person
email
telephone
: 
Sub: Extension request for USCG BWMS installation【Company name】
From: Name / Company
To: environmental_standards@uscg.mil

To whom it may concern:
We, Company name have attached to this email a letter requesting an extension to the compliance date for the USCG Ballast Water Management System.

You are kindly requested to confirm receipt of this letter.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if there is any additional information needed to meet the USCG requirement.

Yours faithfully,

Name
Environmental Group
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